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Rev. Lyn’s ��
________________________ 

    Plumb Line  

  On Saturday October 18 I was in our sanctuary, listening to all the small groups of people who 
were discussing questions just posed to them to consider during our Appreciative Inquiry workshop that 
I, Martha Brennan and Jay Coburn all co facilitated. 

  As we waited for all the small groups to finish their tasks so that we could regroup again as a 
whole, I couldn’t help but think, “I wonder if they realize how precious they all are.” 

  Precious, because you were all earnestly, respectfully exchanging views on the questions posed, 
questions affecting the life of our congregation.  

  Precious because you were all mindful of differing views and accepted them in an open, non-
judgmental fashion. 

  Precious because you were all bright, intelligent and so readily able to sort out various ideas with 
much polish and aplomb. 

Precious because you took the time to come to such a workshop, showing that the well-being of 
this whole congregation and its future was important to you all. 

Precious because you were all harmoniously working toward a common goal, as one body and 
were quick to volunteer to carry the ideas shared further and meld future goals for them. 

Precious because you so quickly caught the spirit of the exercise, and made such comments as 
feeling “energized,” “connected,” “optimistic,” “alive,”  and “enlightened” during our informal exit poll. 

As we continue on in our interim year together, I know I will keep on marveling at your precious-
ness.  It is a pleasure to serve such a congregation who so willingly, open-heartedly, thoughtfully and 
respectfully wishes to engage with both its minister and each other. It is a pleasure to serve a congrega-
tion who so capably goes about the business of ministry. 

In this month when we are invited to consider all that for which we are thankful, consider thanking 
each other for all you do together! 

 

      In deep appreciation. 

� � � � � � � Rev. Lyn 
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WORSHIP SERVICES 

November 2             “Days of the Dead” 
                   Rev. Lyn Plumb 

 This Mexican practice to mark All Souls’ Day is a wonderful mix of celebration and solemnity.  Joyful 
singing, colorful displays amid candles galore and a general atmosphere of cheerfulness are mixed with a 
respectful remembrance of departed loved ones.  

Please bring pictures of departed loved ones to be especially honored in the Mexican tradition. 

 

November 9            Tradition!  Tradition! 
                   Rev. Lyn Plumb 

 Just like the musical, “Fiddler on the Roof,” we are so often both honoring our traditions and question-
ing their current usefulness and meaning.  How do we determine which traditions are worthy of keeping, and 
which may have served their purpose and no longer have meaning?   

 

November 16                Follow Your Bliss 
                   Rev. Lyn Plumb 

 This often quoted directive from famed mythologist Joseph Campbell opens us up to many an inter-
pretation.  What is bliss?  How might we find and follow it as it unfolds within us as a spiritual sense, a sense 
of what ultimately matters in our lives? 

 

November 23              Intergenerational Thanksgiving Service 
                   Rev. Lyn Plumb 

 As we celebrate the season with a symbolic sharing of our food with a communion, we will be encour-
aged to share our bounty with those in need as we learn about the UUSC’s Guest at Your Table program and 
are invited to participate in it. 

 

November 30              Minister Off 
           Title and Leader To Be Determined 
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WILL YOU WELCOME A GUEST AT YOUR TABLE? 

 

 Starting at the November 23rd Thanksgiving service, the Social Action Committee will initiate a fund-
raising drive to support the Unitarian Universalist Service Committee with its many programs that help needy 
people in their endeavors to support themselves and work for justice and improvement in their lives.  Called 
“Guest at Your Table,” this program provides boxes that  will be available starting Nov. 23 for our congregants 
to place on their dining tables, and “share” their meal by placing money into the box.  After Christmas, the 
boxes will be collected and the proceeds given to the UUSC.  If you would like to 
simply write a check, that is fine as well.   

 You can read more about what programs the UUSC is currently working on 
by picking up flyers in the back of our sanctuary. 

 This is a wonderful, intentional opportunity during this holiday season  to 
both count your own blessings and to help those in so many places in the world 
who need assistance.  
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THANK YOU TO THE 
NOVEMBER SUNDAY SERVICE VOLUNTEERS 
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SPIRITUAL PARENTING - NOVEMBER 1 ST 

Spiritual Parenting meets on Saturday, November 1st.  Last autumn our “Ask the Experi-
enced” discussion was a big success, so we are doing it again!  We’ll ask a few First Parish 
parents of late teen or adult-aged kids to join us and serve as our resources, sharing ideas 
and answering our questions.  Doors open at 4:30 pm.  Discussion takes place from 5-6.  
Childcare during this time is provided at the cost of $5 per child.  Afterwards we regroup for 

a lively potluck dinner in Hale Hall.  Please bring a nut-free dish to share.  Be sure to RSVP to ensure sitter 
coverage.  Contact Sarah Shamel. 

NEWCOMERS’ LUNCHEON 

On Sunday, November 9, The Membership Committee is hosting a light lunch after Coffee Hour for newcomers 
and visitors to learn more about First Parish Church and Unitarian-Universalism, and what it means to make 
First Parish your spiritual home.  Members from the congregation will join Rev. Lyn to answer questions and 
share what they have gotten from this community, and to hear what you might like.  If 
you have questions, contact anyone on the Membership Committee or Rev. Lyn. 

Membership Committee members:  Julie Long, Steve Hoy, Jon Roussel, Melissa Gog-
gin, and Jack Reilly. 
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WE NEED YOUR DONATION TO SUPPORT 
MONDAY AND TUESDAY NIGHT SUPPERS.  

Each month, 50-60 citizens in Beverly depend on our generosity. As part of the Social  
Action Program, First Parish members prepare and serve meals to those in need each 
Tuesday night at First Parish and on the second Monday of each month at the Baptist 
Church. Folks at Beverly Bootstraps Food Pantry say that this year the need has never 
been greater! The food costs $1,760 annually. This cost was not included in our annual 
budget. During the service on Sunday, November 23, there will be a dedicated offering to 
fund these worthy causes. But you don’t need to wait. At any time you can mark your dona-
tion “Monday/Tuesday Night Suppers” and place your check or cash in the offering plate or 
mail it to the Church office. Please give generously. Your $25.00 donation will feed about 

10 people once. If you have any questions about Monday or Tuesday Night Suppers or would like to get in-
volved, please contact Dunc Ballantyne. Thank you for your generosity in this most important matter.  
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 FIRST PARISH CHURCH CHRISTMAS PAGEANT 
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THANK YOU, THANK YOU, THANK YOU!! . . . 

We had a very successful food drive for Beverly Bootstraps last month.  A heartfelt THANK 
YOU to all who participated!  We delivered 4 grocery carts of food to the food pantry.  Our 
donations were needed and well-appreciated; Bootstraps had 26 new families come to the 
food pantry last month in addition to their usual group.  Although our food drive has ended, 
Bootstraps’ need continues.  Donations are always welcome and can be dropped off at the 
headquarters at 371 Cabot St, or in the “Food Pantry” box at the Stop and Shop on route 62, 
across from the Cumming Center.  

LAPTOP NEEDED 

Cheryl Rand is teaching a class to unemployed and low income adults at Beverly Bootstraps (this is a new 
and ongoing course in collaboration with Salem CyberSpace) beginning next week, and they are having trou-
ble obtaining a laptop.  If anyone has one that they would like to loan or donate, it would be much appreci-
ated.�

CAPITAL CAMPAIGN CORNER 

Elizabeth Lowe Fredrick has been retained by the Capital Campaign Committee to research appropriate 
grants and foundations that could potentially provide funds for Phase 1 construction.  The report will be avail-
able to the congregation and position the capital campaign committee’s grant writing efforts.  The report will 
be available in November. 

In November a solicitation letter will go out to approximately 100 friends of the church.  The let-
ter will include the March, 2008 Beverly Citizen article that outlined all the work to be done on 
the church based on the LDA architects.  Members and friends of the church are encouraged to 
review the list for accuracy and sign the letters to individuals that they have known from the 
past-Call or email Paul Willenbrock if you would like to be involved in this effort. 

In November a solicitation letter with the March 2008 Beverly Citizen article about the church will be sent to 
Beverly merchants with the hope that they will respond positively to the Capital Campaign. 

This year the Capital Campaign Committee consists of Duncan Ballantyne, Georgina Keefe-Feldman, Mickey 
Ratte, Bob Wilks, and Paul Willenbrock. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Paul K. Willenbrock 
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