THE CHALICE --
September 2008

First Parish Church in Beverly, Unitarian Universal Ist
225 Cabot Street, Beverly, MA 01915, Phone 978-922-3968

Rev. Lyn's

Plumb Line

As of this writing, | have spent two weeks with you, and have found you to be a very
able, warm, insightful, dedicated, welcoming, energetic, and eager group of people. An added
bonus, but | believe a significant one — there are so many of you who have a vibrant and easy
sense of humor. And all this is indeed a blessing!

During this interim time, this transition year, you will see some changes, yes, most
notably — having a new minister. But other changes will occur, too, as it does at any transition
time. This year is a time for assessment, of asking all in the congregation what your hopes
and dreams are, what your wishes are for your future, and to contemplate ways to enact them.
It is a time to try new things, and see how they feel, see if it is right and good for the whole of
the congregation. You have already done much of this in your on-going goals for your congre-
gation, but this is a very special time to do so, as you ponder just what type of minister you will
want for your future.

Will there be some anxiety, some disconcerting moments? Yes, most likely. Change
of any kind can do that. But, it can also be a rich and open and energizing time as well. It has
been said that what we focus on becomes our reality. Think positively, think that your hopes
and dreams are possible, and you are well on your way to creating that very reality. | encour-
age you to look forward to and participate in the various workshops, cottage meetings, forums
and the like that will occur this year, as you gather together as a community to discover just
what it is that you all are about. It is an exciting time, a time of discovery and renewal.

| believe that this congregation will have a great year, a year that will lift up what is for
the good of the whole, what you are and wish still to be.

Many blessings of peace and love,

Rev. Lyn




WORSHIP SERVICES

August 31 No Worship Service

There will be no worship service on August 31. Regular Sunday worship services begin on Sunday,
September 7.

September 7 Intergenerational Ingathering & Water Communion Sunday
Remember to bring your water for this traditional intergenerational water communion ser-

vice, honoring our coming together as a full community after a long summer. A celebration for all

ages!

September 14 The Times, They Are A’Changin
Bob Dylan may have said it best about the inevitability of change, come what may. Rev. Lyn

will explore many of the implications of such change, both for our church life and our personal lives.

September 21 Covenant: From Sinai to Beverly

Just what does it mean when we covenant with one another here at our church? What is its
importance for us here, today? In answering these questions, Rev. Lyn will outline the millennia-old
history of the word, and just how it can become an essential part of our lives today, both within our
congregation, and in our personal lives.

September 28 To Be Announced

September 28 Ferry Beach
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OUR HEARTS ARE WITH KNOXVILLE

As | am sure you have heard by now, our fellow UU church in Knoxville, TN had tragedy
strike them on Sunday, July 27, when a man beset by his own demons shot and killed two members
of the congregation and injured six others during a Sunday service before members could disarm
him. This has rocked our denomination — and beyond, and so many of us UU’s have rallied to offer
solidarity and help in any way we can, especially since this man did this supposedly out of a hatred
for “liberals.”

Let us offer our prayers for those in Knoxville reeling with the aftermath of this tragedy, for all
of us who are affected by this in so many ways, and for the shooter, too, that he may find peace and
reconciliation.

The UUA has established a Knoxville Relief Fund to aid those in Knoxville who need our
support in various ways. If you would like to contribute, please either call the UUA toll free line: 1 —
888 — 792 — 5885; mail contributions to: The Knoxville Relief Fund, 25 Beacon St., Boston, MA
02108 — 2800, or contribute on-line at the UUA’s website . Please show your solidarity with our UU
brothers and sisters!

FOOD DRIVE FOR BOOTSTRAPS

Please participate in oul"4nnual fall food drive for Beverly Bootstraps,réitey September 14. With o

prices going up and food prices following, everytas been feeling the pinch, but especially oualloc

food pantry. They simply cannot keep the sheltesked — they need our help! We will be collecting
your donations of non-perishables through OctoBerfood items most needed are:
kid-friendly cereal, canned chicken/ tuna/meatnpedutter, tomato sauce, canned sd
pork & beans, canned fruit, boxed rice, and carioathto products. No glass, please.
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FERRY BEACH

’ Want to reconnect after the summer with all your friends from FPC? Or take some
/ s time to get to know some new people? Come share a fun weekend away at Ferry
‘\‘, Beach. This annual event is a weekend filled with good times, good food, workshops
N4, and a chance to spend a weekend making some fun filled memories. Please join us
on 9/26 (arrived after 5 PM) until 9/28 at Ferry Beach, ME. Please contact Jen Flynn
with questions or if you would be willing to host a workshop.
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MARK YOUR CALENDARS FOR SPIRITUAL PARENTING!

Spiritual Parenting will meet on the 1% Saturday of the (less busy?) months this church year: October
4, November 1, February 7, March 7, and April 4. Our meetings include a themed discussion among
the adults - a time for parents to connect and recharge - followed by a lively pot-
f"’"’t luck dinner for parents and kids. Childcare is provided and the cost is shared.
%ﬁw’? Our topics are chosen by the group and led by members. Please consider: Is
T/ = there an issue you would like to discuss? What parenting topic inspires you to

({,(‘\( “2=> facilitate a meeting? To answer these questions and/or to join our announcement/
), <
SN

reminder email list, contact Sarah Shamel.

THANK YOU, THANK YOU, THANK YOU! FOR RUMMAGE SALE H ELP!

Thanks to all who contributed to the rummage sale with goods and time. We spent one
week putting it all together, had a great day selling, spent a few more days cleaning up and distribut-
ing the leftovers. What a great crew the entire week! Many people gave many
hours. One person amazed us. Ben Hacker came to help. | gave him the task of *
unpacking a lot of holiday ornaments. He didn't stop with that. He unpacked,
sorted and then set up the entire holiday table with the help of his brother Nate.

On Saturday he came back and was the sales person for that area, and cleaned it

up when the sale was finished! Oh, you probably want to know how much money %(&@
we made for the Capitol Campaign. We made $1,200.00. Submitted by Ann

Geikie
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ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED.
MAILED FROM BEVERLY
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