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Rev

Lyn’s

Plumb Line

| was especially taken with President Obama’s Inaugural Address. It wasn't so much of the lofty and stir-
ring oratory that he has delivered so well in the past. It was more of a humble address, more somber in tone, hon-
est and truthful. | couldn’t help but feel that he could have been speaking specifically to our congregation as well.
Here’s why.

First, he talked about the “nagging fear” that many are feeling, and that there were questions about our
nation’s decline and thus having to lower our sights. But then he went on to enjoin us to “reaffirm our enduring
spirit,” and carry forward our precious gift and noble idea from the time of our nation’s founding. Carrying on this
precious gift requires work, hard work, requires “a new era of responsibility — a recognition... that we have duties to
ourselves” and to everyone in our nation and beyond. He urged us to seize the responsibilities of this time “gladly,
firm in the knowledge that there is nothing so satisfying to the spirit, so defining of our character, than giving our all
to a difficult task.”

Just like our nation, this congregation is going through a transition time, a time that can be a bit unsettling,
as we all take steps to assess who and where we are right now and as we all strive to envision our future direc-
tions. Just like our nation, right now we are dealing with some serious issues, especially regarding our building
renovation needs, and how the present state of the economy might impact the financial health of our congregation.

During the month of February we will be actively engaged in our annual Pledge Drive which will determine,
at least to some extent, our financial health for the next year. Our Capital Campaign people will be actively en-
gaged in finding more funding for our much needed building restoration. On Saturday afternoon, February 7 we
have scheduled a workshop to learn about our church’s history and what it may teach us about how we may wish
to act in the future. An important month, dealing with important issues.

Itis up to us to decide whether we will let nagging fears and thoughts that we may have to lower our sights
for the future drive us forward or not. Like President Obama, | enjoin you not to do so. Like our nation, this con-
gregation is a precious gift that many members of the past have dedicatedly worked to maintain through the nearly
350 years of its existence. No doubt, there have been other times in this church’s history that required the congre-
gation to pull up its bootstraps in uncertain times and go boldly on to the future. This, perhaps, is another. A time
when we, right now, are making new history for this congregation. We are living in important times.

Let us do what we need to do — gladly, knowing that to do so will fill our spirits as we carry forward that pre-
cious gift of our congregation into the future.

| exhort you to BE THERE if at all possible at the February 7 event to become enlightened and inspired by
reviewing this congregation’s history and the meaning it may hold for our future. | also encourage you give gener-
ously to our congregation when a canvasser approaches you, give according to your means, give more than you
ever have before. And, | strongly advise you as a congregation to boldly and creatively explore any and all means
of garnering more funds so that our building may be ready to enfold our people in the future.

This time can be more of an exciting time, a threshold time, a time of hope and of working diligently and
faithfully together than not — if we but make it so. | know already in my short time with you that you have both
the history and the present ability to do so if we but try to make it so together.

Continued on page 2
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The Inaugural poet, Elizabeth Alexander, another inspiring speaker of the Inauguration, echoed this
thought most eloquently when she said in her poem:

“In today’s sharp sparkle, this winter air, anything can be made,
any sentence begun.
On the brink, on the brim, on the cusp — praise song for walking
forward in that light.”

May it be so for us all!
Rev. Lyn
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WORSHIP SERVICES

February 1 Feeding Our Souls
Rev. Lyn Plumb

On this kick off date for our annual Pledge Drive, Rev. Lyn will explore how giving, of all kinds, can feed our
souls and reap untold benefits for each individual as well as the whole.

February 8 Reluctant Penguins
Rev. Lyn Plumb

How can a rite of passage for penguins become a metaphor for times in our own lives, and in the life of our
congregation — times of hesitancy and indecision, times of fear of the unknown, times of reluctance? Come and find out!

February 15 Sue Gabiriel
Executive Director, Beverly Bootstraps

The theme of this lay-led service will be Kindness. Sue Gabriel, Executive Director of Beverly Bootstraps, will
share her experiences. If you would like to contribute, please contact Danielle Povey at danner3171@yahoo.com.

February 22 The Power Beyond Measure
Rev. Lyn Plumb

Marianne Williamson’s evocative meditation on this provides the inspiration for an examination on how we view
and practice power, both in our personal lives and in our world in community with one another.
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CAPITAL CAMPAIGN CORNER FEBRUARY 2009

A grants research report has been finalized by Elizabeth Fredrick on January 12, 2009. Interested congregation mem-
bers are encouraged to read and comment on the report. Comments can be sent to any of the Capital Campaign mem-
bers. It would be particularly helpful to receive comments prior to February 05, 2009.

The report identifies funding sources and provides the pros and cons of the church making application to the identified
sources. The CCC is particularly interested in hearing comments related to family foundations, the advisability of apply-
ing for a Woburn grant (due March 2009), and the sensibility of applying in 2010 to the Massachusetts Historical Com-
mission for preservation funding - the largest funding source identified.

On January 07, the CCC hosted a meeting of local business and city leaders to gain their fundraising ideas. Attendance
included Jack Good, VP of Beverly National Bank, Jan Preston, Co-Owner of Casa De Moda, and Tina Cassidy, Director
of Planning for the City of Beverly. The results of that meeting were: 1) local businesses would probably not provide
substantial money to our Capital Campaign; 2) Family Foundations were an important source of funding; 3) a very care-
fully crafted fundraiser might raise over $100,000. Thank you Mickey Ratte and Bob Wilks for catering this event.

Members of the Capital Campaign include: Dunc Ballantyne, Elizabeth Fredrick, Georgina Keefe
Feldman, Doug Baumoel, Mickey Ratte, Paul Willenbrock, and Bob Wilks.

Respectfully Submitted,

Paul K. Willenbrock

TREASURERS REPORT FROM GINA COBURN

As of December 31, | am happy to report that our spending patterns are very healthy. Income is tracking $5,000 ahead
of plan due to pledges coming in as planned, a very successful auction and our Heavenly Rides fundraiser. We even
had a bonus with members paying for pledges this fall that were owed from a prior year. Thanks all for honoring your
commitment for First Parish

Expenses are tracking at $9,000 less than expected for the first half of the year. This is primarily due to
salaries, benefits and committees slow to spend. We are over budget on snow removal, and we’ll con-
tinue to keep an eye on that.

Thank you all for paying your pledges on schedule. If you would like more information on the Heavenly
Rides, contact Dunc Ballantyne.
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NEWCOMERS' WORKSHOP

Are you new to UUism? Do you want to explore what membership here would mean for you? Come
to church on Saturday, February 28 from 9:00 AM to 12:00 noon. You'll be able to chat with some O @
people at our church, and learn how your religious or spiritual history fits into the UU tradition. A light g4 > @

breakfast will be served, and childcare will be available. RSVP by 2/21 with Julie Quigley Long. ‘ \K /,\{/(74}
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SPIRITUAL PARENTING

Join us for the next Spiritual Parenting discussion and dinner on the evening of Sunday, February 8"
Parents of children of all ages, as well as educators, grandparents and other caregivers are welcome to
join our meeting on “Nature, Wonder, and Nurturing the Spirits of Our Children.” Chalice Children, one of
our Sunday school curricula, says, “Contact with the great forces of the natural world is one of the 12
main types of experiences connected with natural religious development in young children.” We’'ll talk
more about why experiences in nature are important for children (and ourselves!) and how we can foster
such experiences. Sarah Shamel will lead the discussion, with Richard Louv’s book, “Last Child in the
Woods,” as the inspiration.

Doors open for this Spiritual Parenting event at 4:30. Babysitting is provided at the cost of $5 per child while the adults
meet upstairs from 5-6 p.m. After the discussion we’ll have pizza and salad together in Hale Hall. (If this menu fails to
meet your dietary needs, feel free to bring your own food and use the microwave.) Your early RSVP is greatly appreci-
ated. Contact Sarah Shamel with the number of adults and children who plan to attend.
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ANOTHER GREAT PAGEANT!

On Sunday, December 21, the church school presémezhnual Christmas Pageant that has become a tr,
ditional favorite in the church. This year’s perfance was a test for that well known theatriaziktn, ‘the
show must go on’. Snow storms threatened botldmss rehearsal and our performance. However, our
actors (and their parents) showed true professigiiizhnd Yankee endurance and were not deterred by
few flakes. The children and youth had a greaétimorking on this project. I'd like to applaud thdor a
job well done as well as the adult actors who jditteem in providing us with a moving, intergeneraél
performance. | want to thank all the individualsorassisted with the pageant... our director Haleywdég
our production manager Linda Stephens, costume $tgphanie McGowan, and the many parents who pitcheFinally, I'd

like to give a special thanks to Santa’s visititfgrho looked remarkably like my daughter Caitlin. Deb Sweet
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ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED.
MAILED FROM BEVERLY, MA
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