THE CHALICE--
July/August 2009

First Parish Church in Beverly, Unitarian Universal ist
225 Cabot Street, Beverly, MA 01915, Phone 978-922-3968

Rev. Lyn's

Plumb Line

I am writing this on Sunday, June 21 shortly after our last Sunday service, before our
summer hiatus. The glow of that service, and the luncheon thereafter, the spirit, the energy
and love and sense of communal pride of that service still lingers in my heart, as | think it does
for many of us there. First of all, we had to accommodate all the “stuff” fitted into various cor-
ners of our sanctuary, for two rooms had to be emptied for the construction people coming to
work on our building renovations the next day. Just mentioning and apologizing for the “mess”
garnered an impromptu round of applause, for it is tangible evidence of the fruition of all our
efforts to make this renovation a reality.

Pride in our honoring of the Coming-of-Agers at that service, proof of how well we
respect and nurture our young and how well they blossom and grow was very heart-felt. The
music program, with its rousing tone and expertise — from both the adults and the children -
filled our sense of wonder and joy. And our time-honored ritual of the flower communion was
again unfolded and participated in by all there. It was in particular a fitting ritual for this mo-
ment, for it emphasized our connectedness and our ability to share and grow from our com-
munity.

May we keep all these things in our minds and hearts this summer. May we hold on
to this sense of connectedness to something so vital in our lives during our summer. And if
possible, may we take the opportunity to attend the church picnic at Lynch Park in July, and/or
any of the services we are holding in August. They are designed to keep our sense of com-
munity and fellowship glowing even through our summer.

I will be on vacation during the month of July, but can be reached by cell/lhome study
phone in case of an emergency. During August | will not have regular office hours, but will be
working on various church activities in preparation for our new church year in September —
and can certainly be available to you at that time.

Have a good summer time, enjoy all that the season offers here in New England
— and see you soon!

Peace & blessings,

Rev. Lyn




SUMMER SERVICES 2009

Sunday, July 12, 11:00am -
Picnic at Lynch Park
Led by Elizabeth Grassin x x

Come enjoy a short service, followed by a picnic at Lynch Park. Follow the road from the park-
ing lot to the bandstand, and you'll find us on the right by a big tree. Bring your own lunch or
treat yourself to the snack bar. Are you from out of town? Not to worry — let the Gatekeepers
know you are with FPC & they'll let you in for the day for free.

Child Dedication

A
[
Sunday, August 16, 9:30am <Y )
@\
Led by Rev. Lyn Plumb X

Celebrate the children of our community at this service. Still looking for some young musical
volunteers! Service will be in the Sanctuary, if available, or Hale Hall.

Sunday, August 23, 10:00am

Blessing of the Animals @
Led by Diane Bianchetta

Meet outside in Ellis Square with your pet or pictures of your pet. We'll have a Pet Procession

down the street to Beverly Common, so meet us at the Gazebo at 10:10 if you prefer. Please
bring your own chairs or blankets. Don't forget to clean up after your pet!

Sunday, August 30, 10:00am
Led by Ron Sweet
Service will be in the Sanctuary, if available, or Hale Hall.




RENOVATIONS OF FIRST PARISH HAVE BEGUN

Carr Enterprises moved into First Parish on Monday, June 22, to begin the
renovations that so many people have put so much time into planning and ad-
justing over and over again until they were met with the approval of the congre-

gation.

TAKE CARE DURING CONSTRUCTION: Construction will be going on in and

around our building during the summer months. During this time, please take

care when entering and exiting the building. For safety reasons, it is very important that
the contractor knows of all meetings held in the building. If you plan any meetings during
the summer, please contact Paula so she can put you on the calendar and notify the

contractor.

Remember the joke that starts: How many Unitarians does it take to change a light bulb?

The answer being" One to change it, but 150 to have a congregational meeting to decide

when to change it and whether to consider the historical nature of the church in choosing

the design of the bulb or go energy efficient with a "curly” bulb. Well, in understanding the

nature of Unitarians, the Parish Board decided that we need to have designated "contact
persons" to be our voice in talking with both Carr Enterprise and our archi-
tects, LDA. Those appointed to be our contact persons are James Mitchell
and William Hines. However, your questions and comments are important,

and you should not hesitate to make use of their services. The Phase one
Building Committee will be meeting regularly and take up your suggestions
and concerns.

Phase One Building Comm.: James Mitchell Chair., William Hines, Lynn Willenbrock, Syl-
van Menezes, Laura Knight, Ann Geikie

You will be receiving Emails regularly about the progress of the renovations.
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A Fellowship Opportunity - Our Transylvanian Chu rch......

If you are fairly new to our church community, you may not realize that we have a part-
ner church in the Transylvanian region of what is now largely Romania. Due to a fortuitous set
of circumstances in that region nearly 500 years ago, many believe that Unitarianism was born
there at that time. In the mountainous region of Transylvania, that Unitarian faith was main-
tained, despite much hardship and remoteness. We American UU’s have sought to be in fellow-
ship with these Unitarians, our brothers and sisters in faith, and have set up a Partnership
Church program to match American UU congregations with those in Transylvania. It is a pro-
gram where we strive to build a good relationship with that church, be in communication with
them and help them out on occasion maybe as well. It is a cultural exchange where we can
learn and appreciate our differences and honor our similar roots and beliefs. We have been one
of those American churches, and in previous years have had many exchanges with our
matched church in Transylvania. But, in the last few years that has dwindled and we enter-
tained the idea of severing our tie with it.

In trying to determine whether we wished to keep our relationship with that congregation
or not, we recently discovered some interesting facts. One, the minister there that some had
met in the past has retired, and our partner church has just gotten a new Unitarian minister, a
relatively young man in his 30’s who is married and has two young children. He speaks ade-
quate English and his wife's English is perfect. He has an e-mail address and a cell phone,
which is becoming more and more the norm even in that remote region. Second, if we do sever
our tie with them, there is a rather long waiting list of Transylvanian Unitarian churches waiting
to be matched with an American one. So, they would be without a partner for a rather long time.

Thus, the board and Rev. Lyn would like to know if there are any in our congregation
that would like to head up a small committee that would oversee revitalizing our relationship with
our partner church. It would entail being in communication with people there, setting up, per-
haps, some opportunities here where various congregants can be involved with them through
letters and emails and perhaps sending items to them. Translations to and from English will no
longer be a cumbersome concern! We could even plan a visit to their country or invite them to
ours. Itis an opportunity for us all — from the adults to the children — to learn more about them
and their country and develop again a relationship and an experience that can enrich us all.

If you are interested, please contact Rev. Lyn or a member of the board.

MARK YOUR CALENDAR FOR FERRY BEACH!!!

Ferry Beach this year will be held on October 2-4th. It ioaderful connection opportunity for olir
community we hope you can all make it. This year we will haveleaning

or cooking duties. There will be plenty of time for workph, singing

around the fire, miniature golf tournaments and walks obhd¢lagh. We t- >
have received a member donation to help those who are struggntpe Q% 4‘
cost. Please contact Jen Flynn with questions or commerys. tHeee you

ALL there. ﬂ
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URGENT! URGENT! YOUR FIRST PARISH WEBSITE NEEDS YOU!

The goal is a vibrant and up-to-date date website! Have you provided your item of commu-
nity interest lately? Please take a minute today to send Paula, summer worship ser-
vices or other items of interest  to the church family and the greater North Shore commu-
nity. We want to raise everyone's awareness about the importance of the website in grow-
ing our church family, finding a great new minister, and keeping us all con-
nected...especially over the summer. To visit the website go to www.firstparishbeverly.org.
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ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED.
MAILED FROM BEVERLY
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