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THE CHALICE--  

March 2009 

First Parish Church in Beverly, Unitarian Universal ist  
225 Cabot Street, Beverly, MA  01915, Phone 978-922-3968 

Rev. Lyn’s � �
______________________ 

    Plumb Line  

 In Anne Lamott’s book, Bird by Bird, she relates a story about her brother 
when he was still a child in school.  He had been assigned a report on birds, and 
given weeks to complete it, as it was a rather in depth assignment.  As can happen 
with any school child, he had trouble getting around to it, perhaps was overwhelmed 
and uncertain how to accomplish it, but of course hadn’t asked for help in it either.  
Come the night before it was due, he hadn’t even started it.  One can imagine the 
level of  his agitation and distress.  He could never do the whole thing in one night!   
Risking a hail of recriminations , he finally summoned up the courage to tell his fa-
ther about his predicament.  His father, God bless him, took pity on his son, gently 
sat him down, and told him he would help his son on the report, all night long if nec-
essary, and together they would go about it methodically, calmly, “bird by bird.”  And 
so they did. 

 What this congregation is going through right now reminded me of this story.  
We here at First Parish are undergoing a process, seemingly almost overwhelming 
at first, in a methodical, calm way, “bird by bird,” so to speak.  We are taking positive 
and logical steps in making our building renovation happen starting this spring and 
summer and in making our financial situation the best it can be despite the state of 
the economy right now.  It seems to be less overwhelming as we grapple with each 
of the many aspects of the situation because we are doing it together, calmly, me-
thodically, pooling our thoughts and ideas and where-with-all.  We are considering 
our options and working out a comprehensive plan of action.  And, I have observed 
that people have become energized in doing so, despite some very understandable 

anxiety around it.   

 

Continued on page 2 
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Rev. Lyn’s Plumb Line               Continued from page 1 

 But above all else I am hearing that we are considering what is good for the 
health and well-being of our congregation, what will boost our spirits, make us even 
prouder to be here, and what will bring a new, more welcoming visage to everyone – 
both ourselves and the greater community around us.   

 This month we are hosting a coffeehouse night, filled with music, inspired by the 
concept of “Stand by Me.”  Let us sing out our joy in each other’s company, sing out the 
praises for all that we endeavor to do, and sing our thanks for all that we accomplish – 
together! 

     Many blessings, 
     Rev. Lyn 
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SCREENING OF “MILK”  

On Monday, March 2 (8:00 pm) at the Cabot Theater i n Beverly, the Social Action 
Committee is going to see the movie "Milk" about the story of Harvey Milk, the first 
openly gay man to be elected to public office in California. Please join us. �

PS. If you want to see the movie, but can't join us on Monday, it is also shown at the Cabot 
on Friday, February 27 (5:15 and  8:00) and Saturday, February 28 (5:15 and  8:00). �

��� �(�"# � �#�$%� �

WORSHIP SERVICES 
March 1                Belonging 
                    Rev. Lyn Plumb 

 What does it mean to belong – in any group of people, in any congregation?  What 
benefits and what responsibilities might be part of this belonging?   
 

March 8                   Crisis =  Danger + Opportunity 
                    Rev. Lyn Plumb 

 The Chinese ideograph for “crisis” is made up of two others – the one  for “danger” and 
for  “opportunity.”  How can any crisis in our lives be viewed in such a light?   
 

March 15                 Ahimsa, a Saving Grace 
                    Rev. Lyn Plumb 

 The small but remarkably influential Jainist religion of India adheres to their central tenet 
of ahimsa, their doctrine of Non-Violence that permeates all they say and do and believe.  How 
can such a doctrine influence and guide us in our own beliefs and lives? 
 

March 22             "A Theology of Budgeting, Recruiting and Moving Tables:  
           Volunteering at FPC" 

Members of the volunteer involvement team will share their stories about volunteering at 
FPC.  The service will be followed by a Committee and Task Group Fair where people will have 
an opportunity to learn about ways they can participate in and reap the benefits of life of FPC. 
 

March 29                   Sabbath Sense 
                    Rev. Lyn Plumb 

Are you harried, overwhelmed, often short on time, rushing around trying to do all your 
daily tasks?  Do you feel obligated to always be busy, productive?  Does all this feed our spirits, 
our well-being?  How can a Sabbath sense of rest be re-interpreted for our times and help us 
balance our lives?   

SAVE THE DATE: MARCH 8 

Town meeting and congregational vote on the Phase One Building 
Plan 1.  Please come hear about the exciting proposals that we have 
to begin the renovation of our historic building.  Your input is 
needed.  More information will be available and distributed prior to 
the meeting.�
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FIRST PARISH MOVIE NIGHT 
SATURDAY MARCH 7 AT 7PM IN THE SANCTUARY 

Come share the winter evening with your friends watching the movie 
“Millions.”  

Summary: The UK is about to switch its currency from Pounds to Euros, 
giving a gang a chance to rob the poorly-secured train loaded with 
money on its way to incineration. But, during the robbery, one of the big 
bags falls literally from the sky on Damian's playhouse, a 5-year old 
given to talking to saints. The boy then starts seeing what the world and 
the people around him are made of. Ethics, being human and the soul all come to the 
forefront in this film. 

Review: “A tribute to a director who makes children interesting and wise and movies for 
everyone.” 

Come early for snacks.  Showtime at 7:30.  Stay afterward for discussion if you want. 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed

1 
BRING A FRIEND 
SUNDAY 
9:00 Adult Choir 
10:00 Worship/RE 
11:30 Teacher Talk 
 back 
3:00 N.S. Youth 

2 3 
5:30 Tuesday Dinner 
7:30 Finance 

4 
12:00 Cap. Campaign
7:00 RE Committee

8 
9:30 Youth Choir 
10:00 Worship/RE 
11:00 Town Meeting 
11:30 Transition Team 
6:30 Sm. Gr. Min. 
 (Paul W.) 
7:00 Sm. Gr. Min. 
 (Dunc B.) 

9 
5:00 Monday Night 
 Supper 
7:00 Bewitching 
 Stitchers 

10 
10:15 Staff Meeting 
5:30 Tuesday Dinner 
7:00 Search Comm. 
 Music/Worship 

11 
7:30 Membership

15 
9:00 Adult Choir 
10:00 Worship/RE 
11:30 Transition Team 

16 
CHALICE DEADLINE 

17 
5:30 Tuesday Dinner 

18 
11:30 Building 
7:00 PARISH  
 COUNCIL 
 

22 
10:00 Worship/RE 

23 24 
10:15 Staff Meeting 
5:30 Tuesday Dinner 

25 
7:00 PARISH BOARD
 Sm Gr. Min. 
 (Paul W.) 
 Sm. Gr. Min.
 (Ellen H.) 

29 
10:00 Worship/RE 
7:00 Meditation Gr. 

30 31 
5:30 Tuesday Dinner 
7:00 Sorellanza  
 Rehearsal 

 

March 2009
Wed Thu Fri Sat 

Cap. Campaign 
RE Committee 

5 
4:00 Chorus N.S. 
 Youth 
7:00 Curmudgeons  
 Pastoral Care 

 

6 7 
4:30 Spiritual Parenting 
7:00 FPC MOVIE NIGHT 

  
12 
4:00 Chorus N.S. Youth 
6:30 Adult Choir 
7:00 Building Your  Own 
 Theology 
  

13 14 

19 
4:00 Chorus N.S. 
 Youth 
7:00 Curmudgeons  

20 21 
4:00 Coffee House 

PARISH BOARD  
 

Sm. Gr. Min. 

26 
4:00 Chorus N.S. Youth 
6:30 Adult Choir 
7:00 Building Your Own 
 Theology 
7:30 Requiem Reh. 
 

27 28 
6:30 AUCTION 
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