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Rev. Lyn’s

Plumb Line

A few days ago | attended a concert in Boston called “Playing for Change.” It was comprised of
an international group of musicians that appeared on a PBS documentary about a group that roamed the
world — such places as South Africa, Brazil, India, Israel, the Netherlands and the USA - to meld musi-
cians’ songs and instruments in new and harmonious ways to promote peace and hope and love and
unity. It was a mixture of such well known musicians like Bob Marley and Bono with some really local
talent, like the Omagh Community Youth Choir in Northern Ireland, a blend of both Catholics and Protes-
tants trying to promote peace and harmony in that troubled area and heal any divisiveness between
them.

I and the audience, including a few members of the congregation that went with me, clapped
and swayed, bounced up from our seats and sang along with the musicians too from time to time. Such
perennial favorites as Ben E. King's “Stand By Me” and Bob Marley’s “One Love” were interspersed with
newer mixes of songs with such lyrics as “War ! We Don’t Need No More Trouble” and “A Change is
Gonna Come.” We were all swept up in the spirit of the evening. And rightly so. We all went home that
evening uplifted — and a bit enlightened, too, | believe.

As one of the Indian musicians said in the documentary itself, music has a great power to bring
about peace, to bring about a sense of unity and togetherness. It can be the vehicle for the enlighten-
ment of the spirit. It is a form of meditation. As the Indian musician stated, “When there is great art,
great music, there always heaven will be, when you feel nothing but peace.”

That was the theme we used last year when we held our own “Sing Along” event here at the
church. That is the feeling so many of us feel each Sunday as we make and listen to such uplifting mu-
sic during our worship time. That is the feeling we may have as we listen, or sing to music or play an
instrument that may soothe our souls, soften and even mend out troubles and even lead to some revela-
tions in our lives.

As we take time this month of November to give thanksgiving for all the gifts given to us, | invite
us all to remember to be thankful for music. Without it somehow in our lives, | believe, we would be
much poorer in spirit, and a sense of peace and harmony with the universe would be more difficult to
come by. May you take the time to experience music in your life.

Blessings of music, blessings of spirit!

Rev. Lyn




WORSHIP SERVICES

November 1 Days of the Dead
Rev. Lyn Plumb

This All Soul's Day we will celebrate in the Mexican way as we did last year, with a brightly decorated, candle
laden altar space, and a mixture of lightness interspersed with the honoring of our departed loved ones. Please feel
free to bring in pictures of your departed loved on es to display.

November 8 The Progressive Vision of Tolerance
Rev. Lyn Plumb

We tend to use the word tolerance much as UU'’s, both in our principles and many other places. But what does
it truly mean — for us personally, for our denomination, and for the world? Rev. Lyn will strive to answer.

November 15 Into the Woods
Rev. Lyn Plumb

Rev. Lyn will reflect on this quote: “To be human is to be lost in the woods” and also Stephen Sondheim’s mu-
sical with this title. Being lost in the woods is an apt metaphor for so many of our experiences. Learning how to em-
brace such times and gain insights from them is the key.

November 22 Inter-generational Thanksgiving Service
Rev. Lyn Plumb, Debra Sweet, DRE
Robert Littlefield, Music Director

This morning’s Thanksgiving Service is a child-friendly celebration of our time together. It will include the dedication of
Fiona Long and the kick-off of our ‘Guest at Your Table’ program. Both the adult choir and youth choir will sing, and all
will participate in our traditional bread and juice communion.

November 29 Sing-a-Long Sunday Featuring John Rockwell
Lay-Led Service Hosted by Social Action

Bring your out-of-town family and friends to wrap up the Thanksgiving weekend at this FUN service!
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CONSTRUCTION NEWS

The construction has been moving along well until, UH OH, it was found that the portico roof had a lot of rot
and,UH OH, the clock tower roof also has rot! The construction finish date, even with the portico roof repair was pro-
jected as October 31, but now with the repairs needed on the clock tower that date may not be doable. As you can
imagine, the costs go up with each new "surprise." However these are not problems that we could ignore or leave the
work until later. The timetable for the windows: we will see the storm windows up in a week or so. At that time some of
the plywood will be taken off so that we will get some daylight in the sanctuary. The windows themselves will be put up
in installments. All of them will be in place by Thanksgiving. James has been to the glaziers and says the windows are
looking wonderful.

Now for the good news. Those of you that haven't seen the church recently will be pleased with the look of it.
The new yellow paint looks great. (| think that it enhances the glow of Unitarian spirit wafting through the walls.) The
structure is now sound, waterproof and the walls well insulated. We are more handicapped accessible with our main
floor bathroom; however, we are not completely accessible. Although the new office is a little smaller than the old one,
Paula finds it comfortable and efficient. James, LDa and Carr Enterprises have done an excellent job in renovating "La
Grande Dame" of Beverly churches! Ann Geikie

UPCOMING MOVIE NIGHTS

Monday November 16, 7 p.m. in the sanctuary: Film: What the Bleep Do We Know?; Light refreshments. Use the rear
door. "WHAT THE #$*! DO WE KNOW?!" is a radical departure from convention. It demands a freedom of view and
greatness of thought so far unknown, indeed, not even dreamed of since Copernicus. It's a documentary. It's a story. It's
mind-blowing special effects. This film plunges you into a world where quantum uncertainty is demonstrated - where
neurological processes, and perceptual shifts are engaged and lived by its protagonist - where everything is alive, and
reality is changed by every thought. Discussion will follow.

On Monday, November 30, 2009, 7 p.m. in the sanctuary: The Journey of Man, A Genetic
Odyssey by Spencer Wells. Using the latest genetic research techniques it really nails the
questions who are we and where we come from. From the book jacket, "Around 60,000 years
ago a man, identical to us in all important respects lived in Africa. Every person alive today is
descended from him. Wells tells us that there was a real Adam and Eve, but that Eve came
first by some 80,000 years. We hear how the Y chromosome has been used to track the
spread of humanity from Africa to Eurasia. This video is highly interesting, scientifically accu-
rate and very accessible to the nonscientist.
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FIRST PARISH CHURCH CHRISTMAS PAGEANT - Directors Beded!

Our annual Christmas Pageant will take place duhegSunday intergenerational serviceDmtember 20 Cast-
ing for the pageant will occur ddovember 8 & 15 This is an intergenerational play and we welcaahelt par-
ticipation. Rehearsals for the play will take @aturing coffee hour (approximately 11:30-12:15)
on Sunday, December 6 & 13 There will be a dress rehearsalaturday, December 19rom * L,k *
10am until noon. We are currently looking for amewo people who would like to direct our tracgiles. JFSe
tional play. The responsibilities include partifing in casting and directing the three rehearsal
This is always a fun event and lots of supportis/ppled. For more information contact Deb i

Sweet.

Church Halloween Party a Screaming Success!!!

Our Religious Education Committee - sponsored hiadlen Party held on Saturday, Oct"2gas great fun. Hal
Hall was filled with goblins of all descriptions tentained by creepy crafts, gory games, freaky $oaad an im
pressively horrible haunted house. The gathered plurged our First Parish sanctuary of all eviirgg, ensuring
the congregation’s safety for yet another year.déaito all who helped make it happen and to thdse dared tq
attend!
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WE ARE THE CHURCH OF THE HELPING HANDS

If you can drive someone from our congregation to an appointment, run an errand, pay a visit, prepare a meal, provide
childcare, write a supportive card or make a friendly phone call, please see the Volunteer Sheets on the table in the back
of the sanctuary.

Whenever somebody could use some meals, for instance, those who checked “can provide meals” will receive an e-mail
with the person's name and phone #. Then, if you're able to, just give them a call to set up a mutually good day and time
to drop off a meal. If you want to be notified when somebody would appreciate getting cards, then check that off. Pas-
toral Care will also continue to make announcements Sunday mornings.

Rev Lyn Plumb, Debby Beveridge, Reina Dastous, Paulette Picardy, Lynn Willenbrock, Beth Williams and Joleen Wilson




ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED.
MAILED FROM BEVERLY, MA
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