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Rev. Lyn’s � �
________________________ 

  Plumb Line 

 

 Reconvening after our lazy, hazy days of summer can be an energizing time, and this early fall, it 
can even be more so.  When you come back to church in September, perhaps after a summer largely 
away, you will see some of the fruits of our labor not just from the last church year, but from many years 
of work.  The Capital Campaign and Phase One Committees for our building renovations, with the aid of 
so many others, have been successful and the physical work on the building is progressing nicely.  De-
spite being a bit behind schedule due to all the rain this summer and a couple of unforeseen discoveries 
(not surprising in a building as old as ours!), our construction people and our members working in coordi-
nation with them have worked diligently to make our new exterior – and some new interior as well - a 
reality.  It is something that we can all take enormous pride in.  Together, after so much planning and 
time, we were successful in doing what we knew we needed to do.  And that is an occasion to truly cele-
brate and be glad! 

 I sense, too, that people are ready to perhaps sit back a bit and enjoy those fruits of all our labor.  
To perhaps reflect on all we have done, and more importantly, what we may still wish to become.  

  It is time, perhaps, to take stock of yourselves, and consider more deeply where you wish to be 
as you get ready to call your new minister for next year. 

 As we begin our second interim year together, I invite you to ponder on these things, to be in 
conversation both with me and each other about such considerations – to discover what other fruits we 
may yet harvest with one another. 

 Blessings of peace, love and enlightenment, 

 Rev. Lyn 
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WORSHIP SERVICES 

 

September 6                       NO SERVICE 

 

September 13        Intergenerational Ingathering & Water Communion 
                    Rev. Lyn Plumb 
                     Debra A. Sweet, DRE 

 Come one and all to our first full, upstairs  service after our summer largely apart.  Come to reconnect 
with community, to see and celebrate all the building renovations that have occurred this summer, and to 
partake of our annual ritual of the Water Communion.   

 Please remember to bring a small container of wate r from somewhere you’ve been this summer 
(even your own home faucet!), to be shared in our common bowl.    

 

September 20            The Tying of the Cat 
                    Rev. Lyn Plumb 

 When do tasks, rituals, certain repetitive ways of doing things lose their purpose, their true meaning, 
and become counter-productive?  How can we rediscover what that purpose and meaning may be in our 
lives?  Through story and reflection, Rev. Lyn will explore these questions.   

 

September 27                   Beyond Categorical Thinking 
 Is it easy to practice accepting everyone, as our UU principles assert, or do we find ourselves perhaps 
subtly having difficulty with this principle both in our personal and public lives?  Let us welcome the UUA 
trained facilitators Rev. Wendy Pantoja and Edward Carroll who will lead the service challenging our possible 
- and even subliminal - assumptions and discomforts of people different from us in some way and how it may 
affect our interactions with them.�
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NEW CHURCH DIRECTORY 

 

The Membership Committee is planning to use Olan Mills to help us produce a church directory this fall.  
Their photographers will give us times to schedule sittings for you or your family.  Each family will receive a 
free portrait, a copy of the photo directory, and inclusion in the password-protected online directory that the 
church can manage, amend, and update.  

This service will be free for 36 months. The only cost to us is the time to sit for the portrait and a sales pitch to 
buy additional copies of the portrait.  There is no obligation to buy. 

We will be scheduling photographer times and we hope you will sign up for a sitting.   

If you opt out on the sitting, but would like a copy of the directory, there will be a 
charge. If you want to put a family photo of your choice in the online directory, we 
can do that for no charge. 

To learn more about this, feel free contact Steve Hoy. You can also read about it at 
http://churchdirectories.olanmills.com. 
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FERRY BEACH 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR!!!  Ferry Beach this year will be held on October 2-4th.  It is a wonderful connec-
tion opportunity for our community we hope you can all make it.  This year we will have no cleaning or cook-
ing duties. Costs are: Adults $115.00, 5 - 18 yrs. $75.00, under 5 free.  We have received a member dona-
tion to help those who are struggling with the cost - please contact Jen Flynn.  There will be plenty of time for 
workshops, singing around the fire, miniature golf tournaments and walks on the beach.  Please contact Jen 
Flynn at with questions or comments.  Hope to see you ALL there 
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NEW OFFICE HOURS 

 

Due to budget cuts, the church office will no longer be open on Mondays.  Office hours 
for this year will be Tuesday—Friday, 9 a.m.—1 p.m. 
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What did you do on your summer vacation?  First Parish Church has been a beehive of activity this summer.  
A lot has been going on and there are lots of folks to thank for giving of their time over the past couple of 
weeks and months.   

James Mitchell, Will Hines, and Anne Geike are the FPC team handling the renovation project.  Anne and 
James have attended all the weekly renovation meetings on site while Will has been responsible for making 
timely payments for bills.  James has done additional site visits as needed and got to haggle about prices, 
staying on schedule, making decisions and offering technical advice.  Anne has done an excellent job main-
taining the communication with all of us – writing updates for the Chalice, etc.  

Maya Menezes did a great job setting up the Color selection survey for the outside of the church and Paula 
Stephens made sure the email blasts went out in a timely fashion. 

Diane Bianchetta and Maureen Driscoll represented First Parish Church of Beverly at a vigil in Watertown 
Square in July.  The Rainbow flag on the front of the First Parish Church of Watertown had been torched by 
vandals.  The fire from this hate crime could have easily consumed their entire building.  Thank you Diane 
and Maureen for representing us in support of their congregation.  I hope everyone will keep the Watertown 
church in their thoughts. 

This summer the Board is planning to take out a bridge loan for the renovations.  You may recall that last 
year we discussed that we would need a bridge loan for the Phase 1 construction project, since the construc-
tion would be done before we received the proceeds from the sale of Church assets.   This brings to mind 
that if you have pledged to the Capital Campaign, now would be a great time to pay your third installment - 
on time or early .  That way we're not looking much beyond six months for this loan. 

At the July Social Action Meeting, Dunc Ballantyne, Tony Constantino, Robin Trefry and Diane Bianchetta 
cleaned & cleared the cabinets and counters in our church kitchen -- a massive job. 

Regularly scheduled once a month volunteers who help out with the Tuesday Night Dinner program include:  
Danielle Povey, Keith Goggin, Carol Ballantyne, Scott Gorman and Arthur Thompson.  Diane Bianchetta, 
Ron Sweet, and Tony Constantino are there weekly!  And let’s not forget other folks who have been great at 
helping out and lending a hand for this program.  Those volunteers include Cheryl Rand, with Abby and Alex, 
Claire M., Maureen Driscoll, Nicole, Nat Carpenter, Bob Roys, Phil Sullivan, and Melanie Hiris.   

A newly formed Web Site Task Force has been meeting over the summer looking at ways to jazz up our 
FPC website:  Nelda Quigley, Dunc Ballantyne, Maureen Driscoll and Eric Hacker have been working hard at 
that. 

Our Search Committee continues to prepare and do research as part of the process of our Settled Minister 
Search.  Arthur Thompson and Keith Goggin, co-Chairs of this effort, have continued to work through the 
summer with Annie Charbonneau, Fran Gerrior, Jay Coburn, Roberta Villanti, Maya Menezes and Ray Bar-
nes.  And this effort has led to the formation of a Compensation Task Force to help us prepare a compensa-
tion package for the new Minister.  Those folks include Carol Ballantyne, David Long, Bill Kyrouz and Annie 
Charbonneau. 

Last month Elizabeth Grassin again organized a very successful Annual First Parish Church Summer Picnic 
at Lynch Park.  It was a beautiful summer day that began with a short service and some sharing followed by 
a nice pot-luck picnic lunch.   
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In August we held our annual Leadership Retreat.  It was led by Rev. Sue Phillips, Program Director for the 
Mass Bay District of Unitarian Universalists.  It was very different this year from past years, and I am sure 
that it has stimulated a lot of people to think differently about how we can do our work here at FPC with the 
purpose  we had when we first joined FPC.  I hope that thoughtfulness ushers us all into this busy year 
ahead with its renovations, a new Minister the sale of church assets, and more.   

Thank you for attending this year goes to the following participants:  Martha Brennan, Nat Carpenter, 
Stephanie Gay, Nelda Quigley, Carol Ballantyne, Dunc Ballantyne, Julia Quigley-Long, David Long, Fiona 
Long, Arthur Thompson, Melissa Goggin, Keith Goggin, Ray Barnes, Patricia Mitchell, Rev. Lyn, Maureen 
Driscoll, Carol Jones, Ellen Hoy, Charlie Wainwright, Scott Gorman and Danielle Povey.  Thanks for your 
time, and for donating the honorarium fees and the pot-luck lunch! 

Imagine all of that in just a couple of months since our last meeting?  There’s more…I know that we have 
served the Monday Night Suppers, and I am sure that many others have been working on other projects or 
programs.  I’m sorry that I may not be aware at this writing of all that you are doing but I would love to ac-
knowledge your work.  Let me know, so that I can spread the word.  It is very much appreciated.  Thank you 
for all that you do at and for  First Parish Church. 

I guess it isn’t all about committee meetings.  Are you interested in taking something on?  Do you want to 
start getting involved?  Do you have questions, need more information, want to talk to someone about any of 
this?  Do you know your Board members for this year?  Feel free to contact any of us if we can be of help.  
Your Board members for 2009/10 include:  Scott Gorman, Board Chair, Patricia Mitchell, Vice Chair; Martha 
Brennan, Past Chair, Carol Jones, Nat Carpenter, Carol Ballantyne and Anne Geike. 
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